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ACTIONS - Civil matters - Proof - Standard of - Such matters are
decided on balance of probabilities - Hence trial Area Court rightly
found that evidence of respondents outweighed that of appellant
(H3) Sakati v. Bako p. 2085

ACTIONS - Limitation - Determination - Basis - Writ of summons
and statement of claim are to be considered - To see when the wrong
was committed (H2) Ibrahim v. Lawal p. 1949

ACTIONS - Limitation - Public Officers Protection Act - Application -
For s. 2 of the Act to avail a party - It must be shown that defendant
is a public officer - Who acted in pursuance of public duty (H3)
Ibrahim v. Lawal p. 1949

ACTIONS - Limitation - Public Officers’ Protection Act - Where a law
prescribes a period for instituting action - Proceedings cannot be in-
stituted after that period (H1) Ibrahim v. Lawal p. 1949

ACTIONS - Statute bar - Suit of 1st to 4th respondents at trial court
was statute barred - And had robbed the court of jurisdiction to en-
tertain the matter (H8) Ibrahim v. Lawal p. 1949

ALIBI - Investigation - Failure of the police to investigate the defence
- As properly raised by appellant - Created serious lapse in the con-
duct of prosecuting the case (H3) Sani v. State p. 2115

APPEALS - Fresh issue - Leave - Substantial issue not raised in lower
court - Is not allowed to be raised for the first time in Supreme Court
- Except with leave of the court (H6) Ibrahim v. Lawal p. 1949

APPEALS - Fresh issue - Party raising an issue for the first time must
do so by leave of court - Save where the issue is on jurisdiction -
Which is the foundation of adjudication (H4) Sakati v. Bako p. 2085

APPEALS - Issue - Suo motu raising - By virtue of CA Act s. 15 - The
court has jurisdiction to suo motu raise any issue - And determine
same after hearing parties (H1) Nobis-Elendu v. INEC p. 1981
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APPEALS - Issues - Raising of - Where court advances reasons for
not dealing with an issue - An aggrieved person can raise any or all
the reasons given by the court - As an issue on appeal (H5) Sakati v.
Bako p. 2085

APPEALS - Party - Joinder of - Appellant’s application for joinder
lacks merit and is abuse of court process - As he has no business in
the appeal (H5) Odedo v. PDP p. 2007

ARMED ROBBERY - Evidence - Contradiction in - Weight - Conflict
as regards date of the offence created material doubt - As to whether
the incident actually occurred (H2) Sani v. State p. 2115

ARMED ROBBERY - Proof - Prosecution failed to prove any ingredi-
ent of the offence - As there is no credible evidence to link appellant
with the offence (H1) Sani v. State p. 2115

CHIEFTAINCY MATTERS - Actions - Limitation - Okere v. Amadi -
By virtue of this decision of SC - No constitutional provision voids
limitation period in chieftaincy matters (H7) Ibrahim v. Lawal p. 1949

CONTRACTS - Arbitration clause - Is a procedural provision whereby
parties agree - That only disputes should be submitted to arbitration
- And it does not limit rights or remedies of parties (H2) Onyekwuluje
v. Benue State Government p. 2043

COURTS - Issues - Suo motu raising - Court can raise issue suo motu
in the interest of justice - But it must invite parties to address it on
such issue - Before basing its decision thereupon (H3) Odedo v. PDP
p. 2007

COURTS - Records - Regularity of - Records of court are presumed
to be correct - Until they are successfully impugned (H2) Nobis-Elendu
v. INEC p. 1981

COURTS - Tribunal - Supervision of - Application - For superior court
to prevent tribunal from exceeding its jurisdiction - Applicant must
present facts necessary to justify grant of the order sought (H4)
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Onyekwuluje v. Benue State Government p. 2043

ELECTIONS - Pre election matter - Time frame - Electoral Act s.
89(9) neither set time within which to conclude the matter - Nor
when to commence same (H3) Nobis-Elendu v. INEC p. 1981

FAIR HEARING - Breach - Allegation of - Appellants who partici-
pated fully in the proceedings of 3rd respondent - Cannot now com-
plain of denial of fair hearing (H6) Onyekwuluje v. Benue State Gov-
ernment p. 2043

FAIR HEARING - Motions - Consideration of - All applications prop-
erly brought before court must be heard - As any breach will nullify
the proceedings (H2) Odedo v. PDP p. 2007

FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS - Public document - Attachment of -Though
words used in O. 3 r. 1 of the Rules are discretionary - There is still
need to attach the proceedings - To arrive at a fair decision (H1)
Onyekwuluje v. Benue State Government p. 2043

JURISDICTION - Issue of - Being a threshold matter - Jurisdiction can
be raised at any stage of the proceedings - By any party to a dispute
or even by court suo motu (H4) Ibrahim v. Lawal p. 1949

JURISDICTION - Sources of - No court can assume jurisdiction ex-
cept it is statutorily endowed - As jurisdiction cannot be implied nor
can it be conferred by agreement of parties (H5) Ibrahim v. Lawal p.
1949

MARITIME LAW - Fishing - Right of - Is limited to the portion within
the borders of the communities - Hence miscarriage of justice was not
occasioned by trial court’s interpretation of respondents’ claim (H1)
Sakati v. Bako p. 2085

MARITIME LAW - Fishing - Right of - Regulations - Legal Notice Regu-
lation 4(5) was not meant to take away the right - But to regulate
exercise of same (H2) Sakati v. Bako p. 2085
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OBJECTIONS - Preliminary objection - Filing - Conditions - SC Rules
O. 2 r. 9(1) - Relying on the mandatory provisions of r. 9(1) will
amount to technicality and breed injustice (H1) Odedo v. PDP p.
2007

STATUTES - Interpretation - Literary rule - Courts must interpret the
law within the context of its constitutive words - And refrain from
seeking the meaning outside the clear words used by legislators (H6)
Nobis-Elendu v. INEC p. 1981

STATUTES - Interpretation - Principle - Provisions of statute must be
read and construed together - Unless there is reason why a particular
provision should be read independently (H4) Nobis-Elendu v. INEC
p. 1981

STATUTES - Interpretation - Rights of action - Courts must jealously
guard their jurisdiction in protecting statutory vested rights - If a pro-
vision of same statute appears to derogate from such rights (H5)
Nobis-Elendu v. INEC p. 1981

STATUTES - Public holidays - Public Holidays Act s. 1 recognizes
only days listed in schedule to the Act as holidays - And courts are
bound under Evidence Act 2011 s. 122(g) - To take judicial notice of
such days (H5) Onyekwuluje v. Benue State Government p. 2043

SUPREME COURT - Powers - Motions - Hearing of - SC Act s. 22 -
As there are conditions for exercise of its powers - The court can
invoke the section to determine the merit of the application (H4)
Odedo v. PDP p. 2007

TRIBUNALS - Decision - Mistake in - Provided that the mistake in
decision of a tribunal was committed within its jurisdiction - Superior
court exercising supervisory jurisdiction - Cannot readily interfere (H3)
Onyekwuluje v. Benue State Government p. 2043
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